
March 28, 2021

Dear BPS Community,

Thank you for your patience as we worked to determine if we could reopen all or some of BPS
schools to in-person learning. This morning I spoke with our district physician, Dr. Katie
Rudman, as well as our Director of Health Services for the Town of Barnstable, Tom McKean.
Both have indicated that we are in the midst of a surge of COVID, with variant-type spread,
and are in agreement that BPS schools need to remain remote this coming week.

In terms of current local public health data, the Town of Barnstable is at its highest average
daily and positivity rate, since the onset of COVID. During the course of last week, BPS was
notified of 70 positive staff and student cases. We currently have more than 225 close contacts
who are in quarantine. Our student and staff rates exceed the rates of neighboring school
districts. Additionally, we suspect limited in-school transmission at Barnstable High School.

As a result of the context described above, Barnstable Public Schools will continue its remote
instructional model for all students for the week of March  29 . As a reminder there is no school
on Friday, April  2 .

Our plan  to expand    in-person learning for the week of April 5 remains unchanged at this point
for K-3 schools.    We are reviewing the status of BUE, and whether we can combine all cohorts,
with 3 feet of physical distancing, as planned. We will share additional information with the
BUE community as decisions are made.

I had hoped to share better news with our BPS community. We desperately want our students
to learn in-person, and we will return as soon as possible. BPS Principals will follow this email
with additional school-specific information. Our local health and medical experts continue to
emphasize the need to stay the course with health and safety protocols that mitigate the
spread of COVID.

Sincerely,

Dr. Meg Mayo-Brown, Superintendent of Schools


